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which will not result in the selection of 
a preferred option until fiscal year 
1999—but, he also stated his intent to 
explore a new, third option. This is a 
recipe for disaster that will result in 
further delays and even more wasted 
taxpayer dollars. 

The Department should stop study-
ing this issue and move forward with a 
decision. I believe that such a decision 
can and should be made this fiscal year 
and I will look toward the next Sec-
retary of Energy to provide leadership 
in this area. 

These are two issues of deep concern 
to me and other members of the Armed 
Services Committee. I am looking for 
Mr. Peña to provide the Senate a clear 
answer on nuclear testing and dem-
onstrate that he is willing to move 
more quickly on restoring tritium. It 
will be difficult for me to fully support 
Mr. Peña’s nomination unless these 
issues are addressed. 

Let me state that while I am very 
concerned about these issues, I remain 
openminded regarding Mr. Peña’s nom-
ination. I have made available in room 
228 of the Russell Building a copy of 
the hearing transcript and Mr. Peña’s 
responses to advance policy questions 
and posthearing questions. I encourage 
my colleagues to review these mate-
rials. I am certain that they will find 
them highly useful in making an in-
formed determination on Mr. Peña’s 
pending nomination. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 2 p.m., a message from the House 

of Representatives, delivered by Mr. 
Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following joint resolution, in which it 
requests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.J. Res. 36. Joint resolution approving the 
Presidential finding that the limitation on 
obligations imposed by section 518(a) of the 
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 1997, 
is having a negative impact on the proper 
functioning of the populations planning pro-
gram. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 21. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for an adjournment of both Houses. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of section 
1295b(h) of title 46 App., United States 
Code, the Speaker appoints the fol-

lowing Member on the part of the 
House to the Board of Visitors to the 
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy: Mr. 
KING. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 127 of Public Law 
97–377 (2 U.S.C. 88b–3), the Speaker ap-
points the following Members on the 
part of the House to the Page Board: 
Mrs. FOWLER and Mr. KOLBE. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of section 
194(a) of title 14, United States Code, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Member on the part of the House to the 
Board of Visitors to the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy: Mrs. JOHNSON of Con-
necticut. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of section 
9355(a) of title 10, United States Code, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House to 
the Board of Visitors to the U.S. Air 
Force Academy: Mr. HEFLEY and Mr. 
YOUNG of Florida. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of Public 
Law 96–388, as amended by Public Law 
97–84 (36 U.S.C. 1402(a)), the Speaker ap-
points the following Members on the 
part of the House to the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Council: Mr. GILMAN, Mr. 
REGULA, Mr. LATOURETTE, and Mr. 
FOX. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of sections 
5580 and 5581 of the Revised Statutes (20 
U.S.C. 42–43) the Speakers appoint the 
following Members on the part of the 
House to the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution: Mr. LIVING-
STON and Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 2(a) of the National 
Cultural Center Act (20 U.S.C. 76h(a)), 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House to 
the Board of Trustees of the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts: Mr. GINGRICH and Mr. MCDADE. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of section 
1505 of Public Law 99–498 (20 U.S.C. 
4412), the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the 
House to the Board of Trustees of the 
Institute of American Indian and Alas-
ka Native Culture and Arts Develop-
ment: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of section 
6968(a) of title 10, United States Code, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House to 
the Board of Visitors to the U.S. Naval 
Academy: Mr. GILCHREST and Mr. 
SKEEN. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to the provisions of section 
4355(a) of title 10, United States Code, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Members on the part of the House to 
the Board of Visitors to the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy: Mrs. KELLY and Mr. 
TAYLOR of North Carolina. 

At 5:57 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 

following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 581. An act to amend Public Law 104– 
208 to provide that the President may make 
funds appropriated for population planning 
and other population assistance available on 
March 1, 1997, subject to restrictions on as-
sistance to foreign organizations that per-
form or actively promote abortions. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following measure was read the 
first and second times by unanimous 
consent and placed on the calendar: 

H.J. Res. 36. Joint resolution approving the 
Presidential finding that the limitation on 
obligations imposed by section 518A(a) of the 
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 1997, 
is having a negative impact on the proper 
functioning of the population planning pro-
gram. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST TIME 
The following bill was read the first 

time: 
H.R. 581. An act to amend Public Law 104– 

208 to provide that the President may make 
funds appropriated for population planning 
and other population assistance available on 
March 1, 1997, subject to restrictions on as-
sistance to foreign organizations that per-
form or actively promote abortions. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–1092. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to criminal law jurisdiction; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–1093. A communication from the Chair-
man and Finance Committee Chairman of 
the Federal Election Commission, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a supplemental re-
quest for funds for fiscal year 1997; to the 
Committee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–1094. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue 
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, Revenue Procedure 
97–17 received on February 11, 1997; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–1095. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a rule entitled 
‘‘Walnuts Grown in California’’ (FV96–984–1) 
received on February 11, 1997; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–1096. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, notice of an 
intention concerning the allocation of funds; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1097. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of State (Legislative Affairs), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report on 
economic policy and trade practices; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–1098. A communication from the Man-
aging Director of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
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